
 

BINNEY, RALPH DOUGLAS  

 Captain : Royal Navy : H.M.S. Yeoman.  

Age: 56  

Date of Death: 08/12/1944  

Awards: C B E  

Ralph Douglas 4th son of T.G. Binney, late of Guisnes Court, Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex. Married (1918, 

Kensington district, Greater London) Ruth Frances Livingstone Learmonth; (one son Lt. David Binney killed in 

action, 1943), one daughter. Education: Cordwalles, Maidenhead 15.05.1903 joined RN (HMS Britannia).  

He was born 14.10.1888 Cookham, Berkshire  He was killed 8.12.1944 (killed whilst attempting to apprehend 2 

armed robbers) . 

Career :-  Acting Sub. Lt. 15.11.1907?  

Sub Lt. 17.09.1908, seniority 15.11.1907 

 Lt. 28.10.1909, seniority 15.11.1908  

Lt. Commander. 15.11.1916  

Cdr. 31.12.1920 (retired 21.10.1934)  

Captain. (retired) 21.10.1934  

Awarded CBE 11.06.1942 HM's birthday  

1914-1918 War served 05.04.1917 - (01.1919) Gunnery Officer, HMS Collingwood (battleship)  

14.08.1923 - (01.1925) HMAS Cerberus (for duty at Navy Office) [lent to RAN]  

05.04.1926 - (07.1927) HMS Royal Sovereign (battleship) (Mediterranean)  

15.03.1928 - (08.1929) for duty with Commodore Hong Kong [HMS Tamar]  

(04.1930) no appointment listed 

26.09.1930 - (02.1931) Commanding Officer, HMS Marshal Soult (monitor) 

17.11.1931 - (01.1934) Assistant to Director of Naval Ordnance, Admiralty 



1934 - 1939 served in navy of Columbia, South America 

1939? in charge of harbour defences, Gallipoli 

(04.1940) no appointment listed 

09.06.1940 - 11.06.1942 Flag Captain, HMS Nile (RN base, Alexandria) 

(08.1942) no appointment listed 

30.01.1943 - 08.12.1944 Chief of Staff to Flag Officer-in-Charge, London [HMS Yeoman] 

 

CBE; 1914-1915 Star; 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal; 1939-1945 Star; Africa STAR; 1939-

1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 

 Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: 

Panel 1. Cemetery: GOLDERS GREEN 

CREMATORIUM 

It is only since the beginning of the 20th century that 

the ancient custom of cremation instead of burial has 

been followed to any extent in the United Kingdom, and 

soon after the turn of the century the Cremation Society 

of England felt the need for the establishment of a 

crematorium in the vicinity of London to serve the 

requirements of the Metropolis. The London Cremation 

Company Limited was formed for this purpose, and the 

Crematorium was opened in 1902. Men and women 

who died in the service of their country during both 

world wars were cremated here. After the Second World 

War a site was selected and made available to the Commission, through the generosity of the London Cremation 

Company Limited, for the erection of a memorial to the men and women who died in the two world wars and 

were cremated here. The Memorial, which is situated at the end of the long terrace in front of the memorial 

cloisters, immediately behind the ornamental lily pool, was designed by the Commission's Chief Architect and 

Artistic Adviser, Sir Edward Maufe, R.A., to harmonise with the adjacent buildings. It consists of a small 

Portland stone colonnade protecting and enshrining three bronze panels bearing the names. Inside the curved 

pediment are the dates 1914-1918 and 1939-1945, and carved on the frieze beneath are the words "PRO 

PATRIA". The columns are linked at the base by wrought iron balustrades, and a sea shell, representing 

immortality, is engraved on the capital of each column. The memorial, which was unveiled by Lord Wigram and 

dedicated by the Bishop of Willesden in May 1952, is approached on either side by a curved flight of steps, and 

is set against a background of trees. No. of Identified Casualties: 486 

  



 

The Binney Memorial Medal for British citizens who display greatest courage in support of law and order 

within the areas under the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan and City of London Police is named after Capt. 

Binney  
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